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Playhouse Program 2013-2014
Dear Parents and Caretakers,

We want to welcome back our families from last year and welcome our new families to the Playhouse Program!  We are looking forward to another great year at the Playhouse filled with crafts, lessons, parties, entertainment, circle time and lessons! This program is an introduction into school life no matter how old your child(ren) are.  As we have said, we are “facilitated play”.  We will be introducing new ideas, socialization skills, concepts and routines to help your child in their future school careers.  We also have events and speakers planned for the caretakers so that everyone will have a great time!

We do have certain rules and guidelines at the Playhouse that we’ll be introducing to your children.  We will need you and your caretaker to understand and adhere to these rules to help facilitate them with your children.  This will better prepare your child in a loving, nurturing environment with you their caretaker and parent.  We have included at the end of this letter a place where both you and your caretaker (if applicable) can sign that you have read these guidelines and promise to cooperate with them.
We have a schedule everyday at the Playhouse; this is why it is very important to be on time.  When you first arrive, the first half an hour will be “free play” which is time for children to play and caretakers to grab a cup of coffee and visit with other caretakers.  Then we have “clean-up” where caretakers help children “clean up” for circle time. It is important to teach our children the right way to clean up, everything in its proper place …not just thrown anywhere, i.e.: little people in their box, blocks together, kitchen items in the kitchen, legos in the lego box, it also helps us with end of the day cleaning.
“Circle Time” is a very important learning and bonding time! Please caretakers place your coffee down and sit with your child in circle time for an interactive musical and learning period.  Here is where we say our hellos, make our announcements, say our prayers and join in songs old and new.  We will also get involved with the calendar, weather and learning new songs and self discovery!  It is important to be with your child and show them your involvement and encourage them to participate! Please caretakers, no talking to other caretakers during this time, also participate and show your enthusiasm so that your child will be more excited and likely to participate.  All children should be seated on the circle rug to be included in activities.
Rules for Circle Time are

· Absolutely no toys in circle time. (If children take toys into circle, it is up to you to either take the toy out or child out until they understand). Also Moms, no coffee in circle time, since you will be active with your child and we do not want any accidents with hot coffee!
· Caretakers, refrain from talking to other caretakers so our children get the most from circle time.

If your child acts up, please take them out of the circle and speak to them quietly. Please do not have them be disruptive to the group.  If they are having a bad day, it may not be a good idea to stay and try again the day.
· Cell Phone usage is prohibited except for emergencies; refrain from texting, social media, calls and checking e-mails when in Playhouse…this is you and your child’s time together.
“Craft Time” is a wonderful outlet for your child’s imagination and creativity.  We will have crafts for the seasons and holidays, etc.  Craft time can be also include beans & rice play, playdoh, puzzles, games, etc.  It is time for your children to….PLAY!
· We encourage all children and caretakers partake in the craft or sensory activity.

· Please do not bring drinks or toys to the table.

· Do not stress over the craft….it is all about fun and creativity!  So what if it doesn’t turn out like the model…you and your child had a great time trying!

· Even if a craft is messy, bring it home and display it to encourage children to create more!

· When Craft/Sensory is going on, we will have a special area for babies to play and interact until they are ready.

· As always, keep an eye on your child and intercede if you see any climbing, running, rough behavior, etc.

“Discovery Time” is in our “playground room”, which includes slides, tunnel and tent, see-saws, small trampoline, house play, and different toys.   Please let them explore and experience this room.

· Please no drinks or food in this room.

· As always, keep an eye on your child and intercede if you see any climbing, running, rough behavior, etc.

· Encourage sharing and trying new experiences.

· Again, no cell phones please

· Clean up should be done as the other room at the end

· It is up to you, the caretaker and not us to monitor your child and discipline.

“Snack Time” is also a learning experience and social event! Share it with your child.

· Encourage your child to use manners at the table with pleases  

· and thank yous!

· Please no sippy cups/bottles..except for 1 year and younger!  If you do have sippy cups/bottles, please do not leave them sitting around as a temptation for other children.

· Of course, never toys at snack time.

· No snack will be given, unless child is seated at the table.

· Please caretakers do not introduce any snack to your child other than the one provided.  Unless, the child has allergies and you have discussed this with us first.
· We always make sure we have peanut/nut free snacks.  Also let us know of any allergies to food your child might have.

· On clean-up, from age 2 up, your child can do it for themselves! Please encourage it and stifle your urge to “clean-up” after your child. They need to learn to do it themselves.

Bubbles and Balls!

· Right after snack we have a few minutes of free play with specified activities such as bubbles, beach balls, bubble paper, etc. There are designated places for both play, please guide your children accordingly.  
“Story Time” is a great time to cuddle up to your child and share in a good story or puppet show.

· This is a very important introduction into the world of reading and children will lose interest if they have trouble hearing the story, so please no talking!  Make sure you sit with your child and enjoy story time together!
*** If you must leave early, please let us know at the beginning and leave before story time, so you are not disruptive to the group.
“Good-Bye Circle” is the time where we remain seated in circle time after our story and we should all join in to say our good-byes.  Please sit with your child in circle and join in to make our good-bye time enjoyable and fun also.  Please make sure your child is in the circle participating and not being rude to their fellow playhouse friends.
Also, remember we are guests of the school of St. Benedict’s and must abide by the schools rules.

· Please be quiet in the hallways when entering or leaving the school.

· Do not bring any guests to the playhouse without prior permission from us.  This is anyone other than the caretaker of record.  The school must know everyone entering its doors, please do not force us to turn anyone away that has not asked for prior permission.
Remember this is your program! It was designed for children and caretakers in mind with socialization, facilitated play, introductions to basics and routines that will help your child’s transition into their school careers an easy one.  If you need to speak to us concerning the Playhouse and your child, please schedule a time with us to do so. 
Thank you for helping us facilitate the future learning and growth of your children!

Therese Cojocaru
&

Bailey Provetto
Program Directors

St. Benedict’s Playhouse

1016 Edison Avenue

Bronx, New York  10465

(718) 863-5080

E-Mail:
SBPlayhouse@aol.com
Web site:
http://stbenedictplayhouse.yolasite.com
Please sign Guidelines Promissory letter on next page.

Guidelines Promise

Please detach and bring with your registration papers, 

Please retain above guidelines for your review.
I, _________________________________ have read over the above guidelines for the Playhouse with my caretaker (if applicable), and promise to adhere to them and help facilitate them with my child(ren) ________________________________________________.

Signed ___________________________________________   Date __________________

Caretaker__________________________________________Date ___________________
(If applicable)
Please use the space below also to write a letter of authorization for anyone other than yourself to escort and supervise your child in the Playhouse.  We will need their name, phone number, e-mail address and relationship to child with the legal guardian’s signature.

